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SYMBOLISM IN THE SCARLETT LETTER
THE FOREST
The puritan’s perception of the forest is an abode of Satan and thus they fear it. Given that the town is run by self-appointed judges whose strict rules stem from their beliefs of mortification and punishment, Hearst is banished to the forest as a punishment for her sins since it is perceived as negative and awfully dark. 
The forest is also where Roger 
Chillingworth
 learnt his craft of medicine and uses it to terrorize and torture 
Dimmesdale
 all through chapter 7 to chapter 16. 
The forest however has significance meaning to freedom and the beauty content within all of nature. The forest provides grounds that do not judge individuals based on the rules and corruptible beliefs of the society but rather gives a chance for a fresh new start over. This is demonstrated when 
Dimmesdale
 and Hester meet up there and conjure up a plan to escape
 Boston in chapter17. The forest is also the location where Hearst frees herself from the Scarlett Letter A and releases her beauty by unleashing her hair in chapter 18. The same chapter witnesses Pearl, Hearst, and 
Dimmesdale
 meet up and unite as a family. 
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